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1. Language Key Phrases – Swahili 

 
 

English 

 

Swahili Pronunciation 

Aircraft Ndege  

Airport Uwanja wa ndege  

Ambulance Ambulensi  

Arrival Kuwasili  

Bank Benki  

Beer Bia  

Black Nyeusi  

Blue Bluu  

Bread Mkate  

Call an ambulance Piga gari la wagonjwa  

Call the police Piga polisi  

Can I have the bill 

please? 

Ninaweza kupata bili 

tafadhali? 

 

Car Gari  

Caret de Passage Kitabu cha kumbukumbu  

Chemist Kemia  

Chicken Kuku  

Clinic Kliniki  

Coffee Kofi  

Delay Kuchelewesha  

Dentist Daktari wa meno  

Departure Kuondoka  

Diesel Dizeli  

Do you speak English 

please? 

Unaongea kiingereza 

tafadhali? 

 

Doctor Daktari  

Drink Kunywa  

Earthquake Tetemeko la ardhi  

Emergency Dharura  

Ferry Kivuko  

Fire Moto  

Fire Brigade Zimamoto  
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English 

 

Swahili Pronunciation 

Fish Samaki  

Flat tyre Tairi ya gorofa  

Flood Mafuriko  

From Kutoka  

Fruit Matunda  

Garage Garage  

Gin and Tonic Gin na tonic  

Good Afternoon Mchana mzuri  

Good Evening Habari za jioni  

Good Morning Habari za asubuhi  

Good Night Usiku mwema  

Goodbye Kwaheri  

Green Kijani  

Hello Hujambo  

Help Msaada  

Hospital Hospitali  

How are you? habari yako  

How much? kiasi gani  

I’m hungry Nina njaa  

I’m sorry I don’t speak 

Swahili 

Samahani sikuongea 

kiswahili 

 

Information Habari  

Is there any water 

please? 

Je! Kuna maji tafadhali?  

Left Kushoto  

Mechanic Mechanic  

Milk Maziwa  

My friend will pay Rafiki yangu atalipa  

My hover craft is full of 

eels 

Hovercraft yangu imejaa 

eels 

 

My location is:  /// (3 

word address sign)  

(what3words.com) 

Mahali ni: /// (ishara 3 ya 

anwani ya maneno) 

(What3words.com) 

 

My name is …………. Jina langu ni  
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Swahili Pronunciation 

No Hapana  

Oil Mafuta  

One way Njia moja  

Optician Daktari wa macho  

Passport Pasipoti  

Petrol Petroli  

Petrol station Kituo cha mafuta  

Please tell me your 

Police badge number 

Tafadhali niambie 

nambari yako ya beji ya 

Polisi 

 

Please wait while I 

telephone the Police to 

verify your identity.  

Tafadhali subiri nilipopiga 

simu Polisi ili kudhibiti 

kitambulisho chako. 

 

Police Polisi  

Port Bandari  

Post Office Ofisi ya Posta  

Red Nyekundu  

Return Kurudi  

Right Haki  

Road Barabara  

Roundabout Mzunguko  

Station Kituo  

Stop Acha  

Swimming pool Car  

Tea Chai  

Thank you Asante  

There has been an 

accident … 

Kumekuwa na ajali  

There is a fire at ….. Kumekuwa na moto huko 

... 

 

Ticket Tikiti  

To Kwa  

Today Leo  

Tomorrow Kesho  
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Swahili Pronunciation 

Tourist bureau Ofisi ya watalii  

Tow Tow  

Tractor Trekta  

Train Treni  

Travel Kusafiri  

Vegetables Mboga  

Visa Visa  

Water Maji  

What is your name? Jina lako nani  

What3words Nini3words  

When Lini  

Where is the embassy? Ambapo ni ubalozi wa 

Uingereza 

 

White Nyeupe  

Wine Mvinyo  

Yellow Njano  

Yes Ndio  

	

Days of the Week 

Monday Jumatatu  

Tuesday Jumanne  

Wednesday Jumatano  

Thursday Alhamisi  

Friday Ijumaa  

Saturday Jumamosi  

Sunday Jumapili  

 

Numbers 

0 - Zero Sufuri  

1 – One Moja  

2 – Two Mbili  

3 – Three Tatu  
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4- Four Nne  

5 – Five  Tano  

6 – Six Sita  

7 – Seven Saba  

8 – Eight Nane  

9 – Nine Tisa  

10 - Ten Kumi  

	
	


